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district to the exclusion of the artisans and peasants.1
But however the local factions are organized, the deputy
must seek to propitiate them, and must in turn be con-
ciliated by the ministers; and on the other hand the
extensive functions and arbitrary power of the govern-
ment render every local interest and every commercial
enterprise more or less dependent upon its good will,
and thus compel every one to secure its countenance
through the intervention of the members of Parlia-
ment.2 The deputies, in fact, look upon themselves as
agents to procure favors for their constituents, and a
striking illustration of the extent to which this is car-
ried is furnished by the difficulty the government found
when it managed the railroads in running fast express
trains, on account of the interference of the members
of the Chamber, who insisted that all the trains pass-
ing through their districts should stop at way stations.
That such a condition of things excited no general dis-
approbation may be judged from a remark made in the
debate on the railroad bill in 1876 by Crispi, then one
of the leaders of the opposition, who said that it was
unavoidable, because the political parties were interested
in making for themselves an army of friends.3

1 Cf. Turiello, Fatti, p. 196.

a Cf. De Viti de Marco, " The Political Situation in Italy," Nineteenth
Cent.t Oct., 1895.

8 Minghetti, I Partiti Politic^ pp. 156-57. One of the few branches of
the public service that has been kept almost entirely out of politics, and
hence retains the respect of the people, is the army. Turiello, Fatti, pp.
199, 316. This is used as an educational as well as a military institution,
and has no doubt done a certain amount of good in that way ; for not
only do the recruits receive direct instruction, but they ajre moved away
from their own part of the country, and thus given sonae of the advan-
tages of travel, which few of them would ever get otherwise.